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Today we have with us, Professor Phoolan Prasad, who
is on the faculty of the Department of Applied Mathematics,
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. He worked with the
renowned mathematician, P.L. Bhatnagar for his Ph.D. thesis
and ever since has been actively involved in research in the
fascinating field of Non-linear waves, He was elected a
Fellow of the National Academy of Sciences, India in 1977 and
a Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences in 1985, He
received the S,S. Bhatnagar Award for 1983 in Mathematical

Sciences,

Apart from research, Professor Prasad has deep inte=
rest in Mathematical Education at all levels. He is actively
involved along with some of his colleagues, in organizing

Mathematics Olympiads.

It is a great pleasure for me to interview him on
behalf of AIR. |

Question Nc: 1: Mathematics is often considered a taboo by

mwany students. Not everyone can understand Mathematics.
What is it that distinguishes the one who can understand and

create Mathematics?

Answer : First let me explain here an aspect of the analysis
of creativity in mathematics by Henri Poincare - creativity
in mathematics is an activity in which the human mind seems
to take least from the outside world. It really looks sur-

prising that, when mathematics uses only the rules of logic
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